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sense that instead of moving on, she would simply shift into a

different form. That she wouid turn into the wind.

Before , the wind blew in only one direction, from east to west,

moving like the sun. And for the most part it still does. But be-

ware if you feel a shift in the wind: Change is on its way.

Long ago, ever)/ family knew the signs and sal,ings:

If the wind moves north to south, the change will most likely

be favorable.l northern uind brings marytgood things.

But woe if it moves west to east. A re?e?'se zaind brings ruean

tidings, ,rrrangness, backzuard shifts, an upheaoal of zt-that should be.

And if 1.ou feel it whirl and twir1, stirring up leaves and flowers

and dust and making a great fuss, then anything might happen.A

t=aisting tL:ind brings uhat it ttill . . . magiq madnes5 or the unmak-

ing of u:hat has been.

These superstitions were carved around windows or sewn into

drapes. But over time, all stories of fairies faded, the way that

stories always do, and the truth of the wind turned from myth to

superstition and finally to beliefs forgotten by tirne.

But just because things are forgotten does not mean they are

untrue.

2



I
i

eff darp ueoru ]ou seop uU(
'eu.q & uarrcEr

o] qilru tuo5 peumt pura, a!

lzql derur aqr 'papu; seylg J
OIUI U/VIOS JO sld.OPIIIrtr PUTI0II

-lauun aql n'ssaupmu ZSou

y' uedde,4]q8lur Surqrftre ua

sJo 
^oE 

pue seABeIdnSurrrqs

'aq pruocls toqot,lo paoeq&r u

uaaw sSuttq ?ulol esaroil f a

's&ulql poot {uou ,

fl.l1 lsoru lyn a8uuqr etp 1
:s8ur,{us puz sutrs:

dun str uo sr a3uzg3

-eg ]ng'seop 1p.ts tl rrzd rsor

tJsem oJ ]we uorJ'uoqcanrp a

'Pul,la arp orul

e olur ry51s dldqs p1noa aq

IlJ"^- 
-



>K

*

)c Evan

vangeline tiptoed do'".

pered "Please don't c:.
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It was rather difficult to .:

sessed preternatural senses. ,:-

geline's wrist made him er-ei-'

rare occasion when she'tvirs 
"',

be deep in thought or concel



turq rlf,wtr o] elgz sr,r\ aqs'uorterluecuof, Jo rq8noqr ur deap ag

ol peueddzg rsni aI{ pu? InJeJ?J dra,t se,tt eqs uot{.,r{ uoISEJJo ar?l

-*' eql uo 'lng 'szlt eqs eJeL{./!\Jo eJ?,A ?-JeAa rulg 3PELU lst-r,t, s,auqafi

-u?AE uo JEJS pedugs-gzaq eq] puz'sesuas prnlzuJela.rd passes

-sod aq 'aleg z sy's>1cu[ uo dn {?aus o] t1nlglp reqt?r s?,/!t }I

eql Surqrnor dlarzq 1ae3:'dats InJarEr ral{}oue >loot eqS

(('>lzeJf, ],uoP eseeld,, perad

-sF{rlA E q}r1!t sJru}s s(,&tolloH arll u.{top paoldrl aurlaSuz,t

-,-[-
ou!;o8uP.\.-l

sJz
zlN

>/(<

*-

-. ...--



unawares. It was usually only for a second, maybe two, but she

loved those stolen moments when he thought he was alone and

he was just Jacks. Her Jacks.

The Jacks who'd rewritten history for her, who'd stolen her

heart and saved her life and turned her world into a fairyale.

She liked to think he looked a little more human than when

they had first met. Not that she rvould ever tell him.If she said tl-rat

he seemed softer now,Jacks would take it as an insult. Although,

even in his softest moments, there was stiil an inhuman quality

about him.It was in the liquid way he moved, the way his unnat-

ura11y blue eyes could suddenly change coior.

On this particular morning, she found him sitting inside the

Hollou,'s tavern. He looked as ridiculously handsome and care-

less as always, dressed in a slightly wrinkled linen shirt and a pair

of dark brown trousers with frayed hems. Evangeline paused at

the doorr,vay with a pinprick of something that might have been

nostalgia, if it was possible to feel nostalgia for something that

hadnt yet passed.

The tavern was one of her favorite rooms. She thought of it

as the heart of the Hollow, with lots of wood and candles and

one wa11 of windows that looked out on a lake. At night, the lake

seemed to be ful1 of stars instead of water, and during the day, it

reflected the clouds and the warm, buttery light of the sun.

Food appeared like clockwork whenever the clock in the hall

struck a meal or a drink.Things like Dumplings U Meat, Fish Stezu,

Mystery Stett,Toast and Tca. P:

Honey Pie, Brambleberrl' Cr::-:.

Sometimes the clock Po..

hours in the day; on other oi.

clockwere somehow able to : -

alu,ays had to pay it back. Er -'-:

clock worked, but she knes .

This morning, the taver:-

and warm, gooey baked toa.i

Because even when the Hc'"

iust tea and toast. Nothin" 
""

Everything was a little extra.

It would be easy to sav lh;

leiine andJacks fell in loie ' :

Tacks had first brought Er.:

u'hen she was covered in b.-'

rvith the fortitude of a soli:t

-f needed.

Everlthing that night h:.

Iacks had been there u'itn

north. He had brought her t,:

rrought a girl to before. Bu:

nim. The Hollow was the :.

ralling and was just in it: ir: -

No more falling. Her fee-
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Some loves, once found, are never 1ost. It's an incredible gift to

possess a love like this. A feeling so deep and um,vavering that no

amount of time, no act of nature or man can destroy it. The love

remains, even ''arhen the person is gone. Which makes this gift so

beautiful and so treacherous. f,ove like this cannot be 1ost. but

sometimes people can be.

Luckily for Evangeline Fox, the great love of her life was not

a person. Jacks was a Fate. She didn't have to worry about him

dying. He would never grow old. She would. But Evangeline did

a good job of not thinking about that.

Qrietly, she watched him a littIe longeq wanting to take just

one more bite out of this perfect moment before moving on to

the next and worrying about everything she needed to do before

the sun went down that night.

Jacks sat on a stool at the bar, ignoring his delicious breakfast

and reading something that looked like a letter, whiie one of the

1itt1e baby dragons-which he was also ignoring-heated up his

mug of tea r,vith its sparks. Not thatJacks was paving any atten-

tion to the mug of tea, either.

He was reading carefully, his blue eyes ocean-bright and

sickle -slrarp, no softness in them today. Her gaze dropped to his

mouth, looking for a hint of a smile or a scowl, but his lips re-

mained perfectly flat. Evangeline could not tell what kind of news

Jacks had received.

She wondered who the let

was Jackst closest and oldest

vampire situation, Jacks didnt

line. Letters made sense as a {

geline couldnt rcally picture

far more likely to step out ol

message, which he had actual-l

Curious as to who else the r

watched Jacks stare at the lett

enough time, she'd dallied in

finally she called, "Good mon

Jacks looked up from the

last.It was small, just a tiny qr

as he looked her over. His blu

violet dress, slowly gliding ov

around her waist, and 1it up u

'Are you ready for your bi

the letter aside as if it were

dragon who'd been heating up

the note was in flames.

"Oh no! Bruce!" Evangelin

1ittle dragon.

You can't ha'ue a pet dragoi

was fairly certain he only sair
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